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More than twenty-five years ago, Jim and Virginia 
Stowers envisioned unprecedented medical 
breakthroughs arising from deeper insights into 
biological processes at the molecular level. They 
pioneered a novel framework for supporting biomedical 
research and inaugurated the Stowers Institute campus 
in November 2000.

The Institute’s distinctive funding model empowers us to 
sustain long-term, ambitious projects, continually invest 
in advanced facilities and technology, and recruit and 
retain top scientific talent.

Today, the Stowers Institute is a place where curiosity 
thrives, and science can unfurl its highest ambitions 
to bring lasting, transformative benefits to humanity. 
Each day, more than 500 dedicated individuals work 
to fulfill the audacious and courageous vision of our 
founders, striving to be a beacon of innovation and 

intellectual generosity, where rigorous knowledge-seeking 
is collaborative and universally uplifting.

To be a scientist here means bearing a profound 
responsibility: to advance our founders’ vision with 
integrity, creativity, and hope. Through our ethos of 
collaboration, innovation, and teamwork, along with a 
commitment to human progress, our Institute embodies  
a pioneering spirit like no other. 

With your enduring support, our Institute is poised to 
fundamentally redefine the possibilities of foundational 
biomedical research. As we mark a quarter-century of 
discovery and turn to the next 25 years, the Stowers 
Institute will not simply keep pace with scientific 
progress—it will help define it. 

Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado, Ph.D.
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER

In Perspective
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An experiment  
that worked
STOWERS INSTITUTE CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 

OF DISCOVERY, INNOVATION, AND HOPE

Philanthropists and visionaries Jim 
and Virginia Stowers opened the 
campus of the Stowers Institute for 
Medical Research in Kansas City, 
Missouri, 25 years ago in November 
2000. They bestowed the Institute 
with an ambitious and selfless 
mission — to understand how life 
works at its most foundational level 
for the betterment of humanity. 

Stowers science has flourished and 
continues to do so in large part due 
to Jim and Virginia’s generosity and 
vision. Both cancer survivors, Jim and 
Virginia gave the majority of their 
fortune toward building a world-class 

biomedical research institution. 
They distinctly ensured that their 
gift would endure far into the future 
by creating a unique funding model 
whereby more than 40% of annual 
dividends from American Century 
Investments, a firm founded by Jim 
Stowers in 1958, directly support 
the Institute.

Many thought that creating a 
prominent scientific center in the 
Midwest was impossible. But Jim and 
Virginia, partnering with founding 
President and CEO William “Bill” 
Neaves, Ph.D., and founding Scientific 
Director Robb Krumlauf, Ph.D., created 

Research & 
Discovery

a scientific environment of innovation 
and curiosity, recruiting and hiring  
the best scientists from around the 
globe, and supporting their research 
with state-of-the-art Technology 
Centers unlike any other institution  
in the country. 

Today, the Stowers Institute thrives 
thanks to the astute direction of the 
founders and initial leadership team. 

Discovery, innovation, and hope 
distinguished the Institute’s first 25 
years and will define the next. As our 
founders were fond of saying, “The 
best is yet to be.” 
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Broadening our research scope
FOUR NEW SCIENTISTS JOIN THE STOWERS INSTITUTE

This year, the Stowers Institute welcomed four new outstanding scientists: Assistant Principal Investigator Arvind Pillai, Ph.D.; 
Principal Investigator David Stern, Ph.D.; Jim and Virginia Stowers Fellow Friederike Benning, Ph.D.; and AI Fellow Sumner 
Magruder, Ph.D. The addition of these exceptional researchers is expanding the scope of science at the Institute and ensuring 
novel biological discoveries far into the future.   

David Stern, Ph.D.
Stern will join the Institute as a 
Principal Investigator, bringing 

with him an established lab from 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s 

Janelia Research Campus. His current 
research is focused on how aphids, small 

parasitic insects, hijack plant development by manipulating 
plant genomes to form new structures called galls. Stern’s 
interdisciplinary research combines structural biology, 
genetics, and computational biology to target a protein  
aphids make for developing environmentally sustainable 
next-generation pesticides. 

Friederike Benning, Ph.D.
Benning joined the Institute 
from Harvard University and 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
as the latest Jim and Virginia 
Stowers Fellow — a five-year 

independent research position 
awarded to early-career scientists. 

Benning’s research explores the complexity 
of energy generation in evolution by studying the vast and 
largely untapped world of bacterial membrane structures — 
particularly in Alphaproteobacteria — whose ability to adapt 
and form membrane folds have enabled them to survive in 
extreme environments. 

Arvind Pillai, Ph.D.
Pillai joined the Institute as an 
Assistant Principal Investigator 

from the lab of 2024 Nobel 
Laureate David Baker, Ph.D., at the 

University of Washington and the 
Institute for Protein Design. Pillai’s lab is 

dedicated to exploring how new protein structures originate 
during evolution and developing methods to control and 
harness protein design for potential therapies. Using artificial 
intelligence and biochemical techniques, Pillai seeks to 
understand the principles behind protein design: folding, 
dynamics, form, and function. 

Sumner Magruder, Ph.D.
Magruder joined the Institute from 
Yale University as the inaugural 
AI Fellow, helping shepherd AI 
across our research community as 
part of the Institute’s AI initiative. 

Sumner brings an exceptional and 
interdisciplinary background, drawing 

from extensive expertise in AI, machine 
learning, computational biology, and neuroscience. His cross-
disciplinary training and perspective uniquely position him to 
help catalyze new advances at the interface of computational 
biology and life science. 

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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R E S E A R C H  &  D I S C O V E RY

Illuminating 
genomic  
“dark matter” 
PUBLISHED IN NATURE ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2025

Unraveling the 
power of planarian 
stem cells 
PUBLISHED IN CELL REPORTS  ON OCTOBER 15, 2025

Following is a snapshot of 
published scientific research from 

Stowers Institute Investigators in 2025. To 
read more about recent discoveries, visit 
www.stowers.org/news.

Research Highlights

First observed more than a century ago and the subject of 
intense scrutiny for 50 years, how exactly Robertsonian 
chromosomes — two different chromosomes fused 
together at their centers — arise has remained a mystery. 
The landmark study from Stowers Institute scientists in the 
lab of Jennifer Gerton, Ph.D., solved the puzzle. 

In collaboration with scientists from the National 
Human Genome Research Institute and the University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center, the researchers identified 
the precise breakpoint that results in the formation 
Robertsonian chromosomes in humans. Because one out of 
every 800 people have this genetic anomaly, the study has 
major implications for understanding infertility, congenital 
conditions, and chromosome evolution.

“This is the first time anyone has shown where this exact 
DNA breakpoint occurs,” Gerton said. “Bringing together three 
labs with complementary expertise allowed us to tackle a 
question that none of us could have answered alone.” 

Stem cells within most organisms are tightly regulated 
by a group of specific cells surrounding them, called a 
niche. Research led by Frederick Mann, Ph.D., from the lab 
of Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado, Ph.D., uncovered that the 
remarkable regenerative capacity of planarian flatworms is 
linked to stem cells exhibiting more autonomy from their 
surrounding cells. 

This discovery opens new doors to understanding how 
regeneration may be enhanced by this unusual property of 
planarian stem cells and provides hope for harnessing this 
capacity for use in regenerative medicine in humans.

“A proper niche may 
not be a necessary 
part of the stem cell 
equation,” said Mann. 
“To get truly unlimited 
stem cell potential, 
planarian stem cells 
figured out a way to 
be independent.” 

Three-dimensional rendering of a planarian stem cell (gray, 
center) with its neighbors. The stem cells reside in complex 
niches and have a diverse set of neighbors.

Robertsonian fusion chromosomes and their normal, non-
fused counterparts from three different human cell lines. 
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Healing 
hearing loss 
PUBLISHED IN NATURE COMMUNICATIONS  

ON JULY 14, 2025 

Fighting fungi
PUBLISHED IN PLOS BIOLOGY  ON JUNE 5, 2025

While humans can regularly replace certain cells, we 
cannot naturally regrow most other parts of the body. For 
example, damage to the tiny sensory hair cells in our inner 
ears often results in permanent hearing loss. In contrast, 
animals like fish, frogs, and chicks regenerate sensory hair 
cells effortlessly.

The team, led by Mark Lush, Ph.D., in the lab of Tatjana 
Piotrowski, Ph.D., discovered that two different genes 
regulating cell division each control the growth of two key 
types of sensory support cells for zebrafish sensory hair 
cell regeneration — active stem cells and progenitors. The 
cell cycle genes identified have similar counterparts in 
humans that regulate cell division in systems like those 
of the blood and gut. Thus, the team’s findings may have 
implications beyond hair cell regeneration.

“By understanding how these cells regenerate in zebrafish, 
we hope to identify why similar regeneration does not 
occur in mammals and whether it might be possible to 
trigger this process in the future,” said Piotrowski. 

Fungal infections are responsible for nearly four million 
deaths annually — however, current treatments are 
limited and frequently ineffective. A study led by former 
postdoctoral associate Blake Billmyre, Ph.D., now a 
professor at the University of Georgia, in the lab of Sarah 
Zanders, Ph.D., discovered how the lethal pathogenic 
fungus, Cryptococcus neoformans, thrives, allowing 
the team to identify potential novel therapeutic targets 
for treatment. 

The team optimized a genetic technique to create an 
atlas of genes essential for the growth of Cryptococcus, 
uncovering more than 300 ideal therapeutic targets. 

There is an urgent need for developing new, more effective 
antifungals with reduced side effects. Zanders said, “This 
project opens the door to genome-wide screens for 
important traits in pathogenic fungi and will speed the  
pace of drug discovery.” 

Microscopy image of zebrafish sensory organs that 
generate sensory hair cells. Normal organ (left) 
compared with a genetic mutation that disrupts cell 
division of support hair cells (right).

Cryptococcus neoformans, a deadly fungal 
pathogen, growing in culture.

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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D I S C OV E RY

Aging’s 
“Catch-22”
PUBLISHED IN ELIFE  ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

Some of our biggest threats can come in the tiniest forms 
— viruses and bacteria. Thankfully, we possess a defense 
system, innate immunity, that protects us in our youth 
but can turn against us as we age. 

Led by Alex Rodríguez Gama, Ph.D., in the lab of Randal 
Halfmann, Ph.D., research revealed a common power 
source driving the assembly of 3D puzzle-like protein 
formations. These protein “puzzles” help infected 
cells amplify invasion signals and destroy themselves, 
triggering inflammation that limits the spread 
of infection.

“Specific proteins that can quickly assemble are the 
death decision makers, and the process of their assembly 
is the decision for the cell to die,” said Halfmann. “We 
are beginning to think that this may be one of the 
fundamental mechanisms of why we age.” 

R E S E A R C H  H I G H L I G H T S

A model showing how “death fold” proteins (green) 
activate another protein called a caspase (blue), 
triggering the cell to self-destruct after it’s been 
infected by pathogens.

Fluorescent microscopy image of gorilla chromosomes 
labeled with DNA dye depicted in different color scales 
to highlight densely packaged regions of DNA.

Complete 
assembly of six 
ape genomes 
PUBLISHED IN NATURE  ON APRIL 9, 2025

In a significant technical achievement, a multi-institutional 
study including Stowers scientists in the lab of Jennifer 
Gerton, Ph.D., sequenced and assembled six ape genomes at 
unprecedented resolution. The analysis of all chromosomes 
of chimpanzee, bonobo, gorilla, Bornean orangutan, 
Sumatran orangutan, and siamang offers insights into  
both the diversity and evolution of our closest relatives  
and ourselves.

A key finding was discovering that the arrangement of  
genes and genetic regions that rapidly evolve could help 
explain how the environment and evolution shape primates’ 
survival and the development of new species. In addition,  
the new assemblies may aid in conservation efforts as  
many primates are endangered.

“These assemblies and comparative data, which are freely 
available to the scientific community, will be a game-
changer in our efforts to understand the stability and 
evolution of primate chromosomes,” said Gerton. 
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How the gut 
replenishes 
stem cells
PUBLISHED IN DEVELOPMENTAL CELL  

ON NOVEMBER 22, 2024

An eye for an eye
PUBLISHED IN NATURE COMMUNICATIONS  

ON AUGUST 6, 2025

The cells lining the intestine are constantly replaced 
to ensure healthy gut function. This happens thanks 
to a population of intestinal stem cells, as well as the 
flexibility of differentiated mature cells that can revert  
to a stem-like state when needed. 

Research led by Lu Deng, Ph.D., in the lab of Linheng Li, 
Ph.D., identified a protein called Frizzled5 that plays a 
critical role in the control of intestinal stem cells. Through 
novel techniques, sophisticated analyses, and genetic 
engineering, the study shows that this protein is a master 
regulator controlling gut tissue health. These findings are 
significant, notably because intestinal cancers begin when 
fundamental control systems are lost. This discovery may 
make Frizzled5 a new biological target to consider  
in developing treatments for intestinal cancers. 

Apple snails are helping scientists learn more about how 
the eye can regenerate, research that could one day lead 
to new treatments for human eye diseases like macular 
degeneration. Though structurally similar to human eyes, 
the eye of an apple snail has an unusual property — it can 
regrow itself if injured or amputated.  

Led by former postdoctoral researcher Alice Accorsi, Ph.D., 
now an Assistant Professor at the University of California, 
Davis, in the lab of Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado, Ph.D., the 
team developed apple snails as a new system to study 
sensory organ regeneration. 

“We had no way to identify solutions for treating 
conditions like retinal degeneration or physical injury to 
the eye,” said Sánchez Alvarado. “But nature has answers 
for us. We now have a tractable system for investigating 
which genes are responsible during eye regeneration.” 

The apple snail, Pomacea canaliculata, inside the 
Stowers Institute’s apple snail facility. 

Fluorescent microscopy image showing Frizzled5 
expression (magenta) within folds of mouse gut lining.
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Research organisms at the Institute help our scientists solve 
a biological mystery or answer a scientific question. This 
year, we welcomed two new research organisms — coral and 
sea squirts. Both are evolutionarily ancient marine species 
that traveled far from their typical seaside habitats to 
relocate in Kansas City.  

Coral reefs are under threat globally due to climate change. 
Yet, studying their biology is challenging as they are difficult 
to raise and breed in aquariums and only reproduce once per 
year. However, the extensive development and preparation 
for housing these delicate animals is paying off. Far from the 
coasts, scientists at the Stowers Institute have a thriving 
reef-building coral population sourced from Australia’s  
Great Barrier Reef. 

Late last November, the specialized tanks and teams of 
technicians achieved what few other institutions have 
done — a coral spawning event. The successful sexual 

Solving biological 
mysteries with 
new research 
organisms

Innovation

reproduction of these corals is enabling scientists in 
the lab of Investigator Matt Gibson, Ph.D., to gain a 
more comprehensive understanding of their unique 
developmental and evolutionary biology. The team’s hope 
is to possibly devise conservation strategies for these 
ecologically critical and endangered creatures.

“Because of the critical role of coral reefs in marine 
ecosystems, this lends a certain urgency to studying their 
genetics and molecular biology, which may yield solutions 
for their conservation before it’s too late,” said Gibson.

Sea squirts, a common name for tunicates, are ancient 
marine invertebrates that recently joined coral as the 
newest aquatic animal at the Institute. Similar to coral, 
research on tunicates has applications toward a greater 
understanding of evolutionary and developmental biology 
for animals spanning the tree of life. Investigator Tatjana 
Sauka-Spengler, Ph.D., investigates the circuitry guiding 
development in the sea squirt, which may yield new 
knowledge underlying the genetic pathways governing 
development in vertebrates including humans. 

“We are trying to build gene regulatory networks in non-
vertebrate chordates,” said Sauka-Spengler. “This may lead to 
understanding how to alter similar networks in vertebrates 
that are linked to developmental disorders.” 

Sea squirts, the common name for tunicates, 
collected in San Diego, California.

The Great Barrier Reef coral species, Acropora 
millepora, spawning at the Institute. 
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Behrensen-
Guzmán Palma 
Award  

To honor the memory of Stowers Ph.D. students Camila Behrensen 
and Pablo Guzmán Palma, the annual Behrensen - Guzmán 
Palma Graduate Student Award recognizes the most outstanding 
research paper by a graduate student at the Stowers Institute for 
Medical Research.

The Stowers Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) selects the award winner 
based on the highest standards of scientific excellence, experimental 
creativity, and/or technical innovation. This year’s recipient was 
former Ph.D. student Julia Peloggia, Ph.D., now a postdoctoral fellow 
at UCLA, from the lab of Tatjana Piotrowski, Ph.D. Peloggia’s 2024 
Development publication revealed that environmental factors, 
alongside genetics, play a crucial role in guiding the growth of 
sensory organs. The findings underscore that development displays 
high flexibility — an insight that may be critical for understanding 
how aquatic animals can adapt in a changing climate. 

Training the  
Next Generation

(From left to right) Eric Olson, Ph.D., Julia Peloggia, Ph.D., Tatjana Piotrowski, 
Ph.D., Matt Gibson, Ph.D.

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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Postdoctoral researchers at the Stowers 
Institute not only have access to exceptional 
technology and mentorship, but they also 
receive career training through Faculty EDGE.

The annual series is an immersive experience 
to help postdocs feel empowered and armed 
with confidence to take next steps toward 
securing a position as a faculty member. 

The Faculty EDGE Workshop, a two-day event, 
provides postdocs the opportunity to present 
their research and practice their chalk talks. 
This simulated interview setting includes 
internal and external faculty members who 
offer valuable feedback for participating 
postdocs to be competitive applicants. 

Career support 
through Faculty 
EDGE 	

T R A I N I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N

Senior Research Associate Ayantika Sen Gupta, Ph.D.

Scientific Advisory Board member Mike Levine, Ph.D.

1 0



Graduates of the Graduate School of the Stowers Institute 

for Medical Research are the confirmation that the school’s 

mission — to prepare a superb cadre of scientists from 

around the world for the pursuit of innovative and creative 

investigation in the biological sciences — is working. 

The Stowers Graduate School celebrated seven Ph.D. 

program graduates this year, joining 33 alumni for total of 

40 students who have earned doctoral degrees in biology 

since the program’s commencement in 2012. 

Celebrating our 2025 Graduates
“Earning a doctoral degree is a public trust,” said Stowers 
Investigator and President of the Graduate School Matt 
Gibson, Ph.D. 

“Your impact is just beginning with the rigor, creativity 
and curiosity that you cultivated here,” added Stowers 
Investigator and Dean of the Graduate School Jennifer 
Gerton, Ph.D. “We are immensely proud to send you forward 
in your professional lives with the amazing spirit of this 
Institute and this gift of hope for life that came from Jim  
and Virginia Stowers.” 

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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In August, the Stowers Graduate School 
welcomed 11 exceptional students to 
its Ph.D. program. Hailing from around 
the globe, the 2025 class is comprised 
of high-caliber, early-career scientists 
who will gain the training, mentorship, 
and collaborative skills necessary to 
become the next leaders transforming 
the field of biology. 

The 2025 class of  
the Stowers  
Graduate School
TR AINING THE FUTURE LEADERS OF BIOLOGY

Catalina Diaz Ramirez
Universidad de Concepcion

Zixuan Ding 
Wuhan University

Jenny Duong
Newman University

Matthew Gilley
Truman State University

Erica Lin
University of Miami

Grishma Mehta
Indian Institute of Science Education 

and Research (Iiser), Pune

Madison Mitchell
University of Missouri - Columbia

Yamile Paredes Chiquini
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de 

Mexico (Unam) - Facultad de Medicina

Pritam Pathank
Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research (Iiser), Pune

Laura Sancho Salazar
Minerva University

Nino Zhuzhunadze
Minerva University

T R A I N I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N
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Convening
Power

Advancing 
scientific 
discovery
Scientific conferences hosted at the Stowers Institute 

provide a platform for novel collaborations between leaders 

and early-career scientists in the field of biology. 

Spring conferences at the Institute included the 18th Annual 

International Biocuration Conference, a meeting focused 

on the process of collecting, organizing, annotating, and 

validating biological data to create community-accessible 

databases. Additionally, Stowers Investigators Jennifer 

Gerton, Ph.D., and Paul Trainor, Ph.D., co-organized OddPols 

2025, the “International Conference on Transcription 

by RNA polymerases I, III, IV, and V.”  The conference 

hosted scientists studying how cells make RNA and build 

ribosomes, key processes in all forms of life. 

Investigator Julia Zeitlinger, Ph.D., co-organized the American 
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology conference, 
“ASBMB Evolution and core processes in gene expression.” 
The meeting focused on how gene regulation and evolution 
shape the diversity of life. 

In the Fall, Investigator Tatjana Sauka-Spengler, Ph.D., and 
the Stowers Institute hosted the XII Avian Model Systems 
Meeting, “Research Organisms in Flight: Revealing the 
Roots of Vertebrate Form and Function.” The conference 
showcased avian models as powerful systems to advance 
scientific research across fields including developmental 
biology, neuroscience, genomics, medicine and evolution. 

Stowers Research Conferences, a meeting series geared 
toward highlighting the latest scientific advances while 
promoting the development of early-career scientists, was 
held in October. Co-organized by Associate Investigator 
Randal Halfmann, Ph.D., Assistant Investigator Arvind 
Pillai, Ph.D., and Director of Scientific Data Jay Unruh, Ph.D., 
the conference focused on the transformative potential 
of AI to revolutionize our understanding of complex 
protein behaviors. 

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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In Memoriam

Richard W. “Dick” Brown, Chairman of the Stowers Institute for Medical 
Research and Chairman of American Century Investments, passed away on 
March 27, 2025, in Kansas City. Brown was known as an influential, visionary 
leader who managed and led the organizations for more than two decades.

Brown was entrusted with carrying forward the mission and vision 
of the organizations’ founders, Jim and Virginia Stowers from its 
founding, serving in key leadership roles with unwavering dedication 
and foresight. His strategic guidance was instrumental in advancing the 
missions of these organizations, helping to drive scientific discovery and 
financial stewardship.

Brown served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Stowers 
Institute for Medical Research; Chair, President, and Chief Executive 
Officer of Stowers Resource Management, Inc.; Chair of American Century 
Investments; and Chair of BioMed Valley Discoveries, Inc. — roles he held 
until his passing. 

Richard “Dick” Brown
1946 - 2025
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R. Scott Hawley, Ph.D., a long-time Investigator at the Stowers Institute, passed 
away on January 31, 2025. He was a pioneering scientist in the field of meiosis 
and a cherished mentor, colleague, and friend to many. 

Hawley’s scientific achievements earned him widespread recognition, 
including election to the National Academy of Sciences and the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Beyond his research, Hawley was deeply passionate about training early-
career scientists and was instrumental in founding the Graduate School of the 
Stowers Institute for Medical Research in 2012, where he served as its first 
Dean. He had an exceptional ability to make complex concepts accessible and 
exciting, fostering a deep appreciation for genetics in those he taught. 

Hawley’s contributions to genetics, his unwavering passion for discovery, and 
his commitment to training the next generation of scientists leave an enduring 
impact on the Stowers Institute and the scientific community at large. 

William “Bill” Neaves, Ph.D., founding President and CEO of the Stowers 
Institute, passed away on August 12, 2025. Neaves, who served these roles 
from 2000 to 2010, was a visionary scientist, gifted leader, and passionate 
advocate for scientific discovery who helped guide the Institute from its 
earliest days into a world-class center for biomedical research.

Neaves connection to the Institute began in the late 1990s, when he advised 
founders Jim and Virginia Stowers on formative strategies for its structure, 
organization, and operations. In partnership with the Institute’s first Scientific 
Director Robb Krumlauf, Ph.D., Neaves established the Institute’s pioneering 
research programs.

Under his leadership, the Institute grew from a staff of 30 to more than 500 
and expanded from four Principal Investigators to 20 independent research 
laboratories. Neaves helped secure passage of a statewide referendum to 
protect scientific research and played a key role in Kansas City’s emergence  
as a hub for health-focused biotechnology companies. 

Scott Hawley
1953 - 2025

William “Bill” Neaves
1943 - 2025 
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Organizational
Announcements

Jonathan Thomas 
assumes position as 
Chair of Board
Following Dick Brown’s passing, Jonathan Thomas, Chairman, President 
and CEO of American Century Investments, assumed the positions of Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the Stowers Institute for Medical Research as 
well as Chair, President, and Chief Executive Officer of Stowers Resource 
Management, Inc. Thomas has served as a member on these boards 
for many years, and more recently served under Brown as part of board 
governance and succession planning. 

1 6
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Leadership 
strengthened through 
new appointments

This year, the Institute enhanced its 
leadership team in recruiting a new 
executive leader and promoting two leaders: 
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer 
Kristin Bechard; Chief Operating Officer 
Brian Slaughter, Ph.D.; and Chief Global 
Communications Officer Jennifer Pawlosky. 

Kristin Bechard brings more than a decade of senior leadership experience from 
the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, where she served as CFO and Treasurer 
playing a pivotal role in shaping the Foundation’s long-term strategic and 
budgetary planning.

As CFO of the Stowers Institute, Bechard will lead long-range financial planning 
and the annual budgeting process, serve as a primary liaison with American 
Century Investments and BioMed Valley Discoveries, and oversee financial 
operations for the Stowers Graduate School. Her appointment reflects the 
Institute’s continued commitment to operational excellence and world-class 
research through strategic financial leadership.

Brian Slaughter has dedicated nearly two decades to advancing the research 
programs at the Institute. His knowledge of science, operational expertise, and 
strategic insight have been critical to the Institute’s success. As COO, he will lead 
the Institute’s Technology Centers and operations teams, thus driving efficiency 
and support for Stowers scientific mission. 

Jennifer Pawlosky brings more than two decades of experience in 
communications with independent research organizations to her role at the 
Institute. She joined the Institute in 2021 from the Allen Institute in Seattle, 
Washington, and served as Vice President of Communications and Chief of Staff 
for the Office of Scientific Leadership. In her new role as Vice President, Chief 
Global Communications Officer, Pawlosky is responsible for developing and 
implementing a comprehensive global communications strategy that supports 
the organization’s mission and vision. 

S TO W E R S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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Scientific Honors and Awards

Stowers Investigator Jerry Workman, Ph.D., a pioneer in the field of gene 
regulation, received one of the highest honors awarded to scientists worldwide 
— election to the National Academy of Sciences. Workman’s research has 
significantly advanced our understanding of the structure and function of 
chromatin, the highly condensed packages of DNA and proteins. His discoveries 
have broad implications, including insights into diseases such as cancer.

Stowers Assistant Investigator Kamena Kostava, Ph.D., was named a 2025 HHMI 
Freeman Hrabowski Scholar, a prestigious honor that recognizes exceptional 
early-career faculty with both the potential to lead in their scientific fields 
and build exceptional research environments. Kostova studies ribosomes — 
essential molecular machines inside cells that build proteins. Her lab seeks to 
uncover how changes in the ribosome composition regulate complex biological 
processes such as early development and how these changes contribute to the 
origination and progression of diseases such as cancer and neurodegeneration.  

Riley Galton, Ph.D., a Postdoctoral Research Associate at the Stowers Institute, 
was awarded one of the most prestigious grants presented to early-career 
scientists in January. The Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Hanna Grey Fellows 
Program — funding support for up to eight years — is designed to bestow fellows 
the freedom to pursue challenging scientific questions at the forefront of their 
respective fields. Galton studies a phenomenon that allows many vertebrates 
– from sharks to mammals – to “pause” their development in response to 
environmental changes, sometimes for months or even years.

Stowers Postdoctoral Research Associate Jorge Moreno, Ph.D., was named a 
2025 Helen Hay Whitney Fellow, a prestigious three-year award that provides 
independent research support to early-career biomedical scientists. Focused 
on understanding aging, adaptation, and regeneration, Moreno studies the 
“immortal jellyfish,” an organism with the ability to reverse its life cycle and 
transform from adult to juvenile in response to environmental stress. 
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Campus & 
Beyond

BIG IDEAS, a scientific lecture series designed for the 
science-curious public, relaunched this past spring 
with guest speakers Paco Calvo, Ph.D., a philosopher 
of biology studying plant intelligence from the 
University of Murcia in Spain, and Kate Biberdorf, 
Ph.D., better known as “Kate the Chemist,” a popular 
science communicator and Notre Dame’s Professor 
for the Public Understanding of Science. The event is 
designed to explore innovative and thought-provoking 
science in an engaging and accessible manner. More 
than 200 members of the Kansas City community 
attended. Calvo, author of Planta Sapiens: The New 
Science of Plant Intelligence, discussed his research 
and challenged the audience to redefine intelligence 
and how organisms react to experiences. Concluding 
the presentation was a panel discussion hosted by Kate 
the Chemist between Calvo and Stowers President 
Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado, followed by a reception. 
For more information about BIG IDEAS events, visit 
www.stowers.org/bigideas. 

BIG IDEAS
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Donors & 
Impact

Research at the Stowers Institute is rooted in the audacious vision of our 
founders, Jim and Virginia Stowers, and their unwavering commitment to 
helping people live healthier lives. As one of the largest examples of individual 
generosity in American history, Jim and Virginia gifted the Institute over $1 billion 
in American Century stock in 2001. Since then, over 40% of American Century 
Investments’ profits, received as dividends, directly support the Stowers Institute. 
Additionally, donations from generous individuals and organizations help support 
and sustain the research at the Institute. Thanks to this support, the Stowers 
Institute is able to commit to an unprecedented research focus on asking and 
answering the big, bold question of biology, accelerating our understanding of 
what makes humans healthy and what goes wrong in disease. 

American Century 
Investments and the 
Impact of Support

Jonathan Thomas (above) and Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado 
(below) speaking at the American Century Championship
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2025 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions September 1, 

2024, through August 31, 2025

$100,000+
Galway Holdings Golf Tournament

Stephen Thune

Jay and Maggie Wilderotter

$50,000+
American Century Investments 
Foundation

Fowler Family Fund II

Milthorpe Sports, LLC

Helen Nelson Medical  
Research Fund

$10,000+
Anonymous

The Bruckman Family Charitable 
Fund in Memory of Susan 
Bruckman

Richard and Jeanette Brown

Charles and Jan German

Charles Helzberg and Sandra Baer

Mark and Ann Killen in Memory of 
Richard Brown

Daniel and Joan Houston  
Charitable Fund II

Jonathan and Cynthia Thomas

$5,000+
Edward Repetto and Carla Figueroa

Douglas J Ketterer in Memory of 
Moira A. Ketterer

Gino and Paetra Serra

David and Wendy Welte in  
Memory of Richard Brown and 
William Neaves

Victor Zhang and Coco  
Ching Cheung

$1,000+
Sandra Arnold 

Janice Beatty 

Jonathan Bauman

William Carroll 

Cleo Chang

David Cohen in Memory of  
Arnold Cohen 

Ryan Cope 

Andrew Corwin 

Jason and Lauren Crane 

Ross Dahlof 

Harvey and Linda Day 

Esfand and Sharon Dinshaw 

Patrick Duffy 

Kevin Eknaian 

Abby Freeman in Memory of 
Richard Brown and Curlee and 
Arveta Washington

Scott Grauer

Jason Hoffman 

Insilicom LLC

Todd Kading 

Gina Kaiser in Memory of Richard 
Brown and William Neaves

Kelly Kerr

The Richard J. and Kristine M. 
Kramer Family Foundation in Honor 
of Johnathon and Cindy Thomas

Labconco Corporation in Memory 
of John McConnell

David Lau 

Matthew Lewis 

Scott Marolf 

Philip McInnis 

Ken Munro 

Frank Leo O’Gara 

Brian Pendland 

Tatjana Piotrowski

Tanya Ratliff 

Michael and Dana Schaadt in 
Memory of Richard Brown

Anjum Shaikh 

Kimberly Sims 

Kevin and Nicole St. John 

Timothy and Anne Swanson 

Brian and Kristen Sweeney 

Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics 

Mike Vrabel 

Robert and Merrill Walz 

Leah Wehinger 

Alan and Patricia Werba

Brian Whinnery 

Doug Wolff

Stephen and Christine Wolfrath 

Bill and Peggy Yoerger

UP TO $999
Rupa Athreya 

Heather Barker in Memory of 
Richard Brown

Jack Barry 

Stacey L Belford 

Stacy Bernsteinin Memory of 
Jennifer Reilly

Robert Bilo in Memory of  
Mike Westland

Dennis Bielik 

Lynne and David Bock in Memory of 
Scott Hawley

Dennis Bowland

Linda Bright 

H James and Judi Bruning 

Giang Bui 

Stephen Campbell 

Christina Carpenter

Todd Cassler in Memory of  
Stan Wharton 

Nathan Chaudoin 

Bernard Chua 

Brian Connolly 

Cynthia Couey 

Heidi Crane in Memory of  
Richard Brown

Matt Drummond 

Mark R Elliott 

Empower Retirement LLC 

Jason Fewell 

FCS Family Office in Memory of 
Richard Brown

Gamble & Schlemeier, LTD in 
Memory of Richard Brown

Jennifer Gerton

Give Lively Foundation Inc

Katy Graham

Jeanne Greenwald in Memory  
of Martin Greenwald, Mr. and  
Mrs. Stowers

Rich Guerrini 

Heather M Hassett 

Cher Heard in Memory of  
Jennifer Reilly

Melissa Hemann in Memory of 
Jennifer Reilly

Joseph Hogan

Andre Huaman 

Rich Hultquist 

Dan Huth in Memory of  
Anthony Spinella

Marcia Karbank in Memory of  
Robin Scott Hawley

Steve Komoe

D O N O R S

Depths of Color, Ayantika Sen Gupta, winner of scientific 
art competition. Confocal microscopy image showing 
human breast cells growing in a 3D environment.
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Christopher Luongo 

Manulife 

Cathy Marasco 

Marsh & McLennan Companies 

Ameya Mashruwala 

Craig McKenna in Honor of  
Lisa Novello

Jennifer Mulrooney 

Paige Musick in Memory of  
Richard Brown

Joseph Norris 

Pledgeling Foundation

Chris O’Dea in Memory of  
Martin O’Dea

Audra Olson 

Brad Orben 

Andrew Parker

Amy Parkerson-Mitchell in Memory 
of Richard Brown

Bob and Rodine Patton 

Nathan Rasmussen in Memory of 
Ron and Dottie Smith

Mitch Ritz in Memory of Kent Alm

Thomas Gerard Ryan

Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado

Siva Sankari

Andy Saperstein 

Tanya Sargeon 

Jorgen Schlemeier in Memory of 
Richard Brown

Danielle Scholes

Brad Schubert

Ambler Selway 

Andrew Shartzer

Karla Shepard in Memory of 
Richard Brown

Joe Smolen 

Adam Sokolic 

Jennifer Stewart

Gerad Thorell

Greg Toskos 

Michael and Margot Turner

Lisa Wilkins in Memory of  
Richard Brown

Renn and Michele Williams in 
Memory of Judy Fitzpatrick

Todd Williams

Joseph Wittrock 

Matthew Wolniewicz 

SaraH Zanders 

Julia Zeitlinger

LIFETIME 
CONTRIBUTIONS

$1,000,000+
American Century  
Investments Foundation

Scott and Torrie Colangelo

Howard Hughes Medical Institute

William and Priscilla Neaves, 
including 

In Memory of Robert Dornhoffer 
In Memory of Betty Mae 
Patterson 
In Memory of Neal and Jeanne 
Patterson 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Pamela Stowers 
In Memory of Arveta Washington 

William Neaves For the “Priscilla 
Wood Neaves Endowed Chair in 
Biomedical Sciences” 

Pamela Stowers in Memory of 
Laura S Stowers

$500,000+
Dunn Family Foundation

Fowler Family Fund II

Galway Tournament

Barnett and Shirley Helzberg, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. and Virginia Stowers

Margaret Lichtenauer Estate

Frederick and Mary McCoy 

$100,000+
American Century  
Investment Employees

Patrick and Dawn Bannigan

Richard and Jeanette Brown, 
including

In Memory of Priscilla Neaves 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Virginia Stowers 
For the “James Stowers 
Memorial Lecture Fund” 

Cerner Corporation

David Chao and Julia Zeitlinger, 
including 

In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
For the “James Stowers 
Memorial Lecture Fund” 

CIBC In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr.

Country Club Bank, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

The Richard H Driehaus Charitable 
Lead Trust

Frederick and Louise Hartwig 
Family Fund

Felix and Helen Juda Foundation

Tom and Nancy Juda Foundation

James Kemper Jr. 

Helen Nelson Medical  
Research Fund

Jim and Michele Stowers, including 
In Memory of Virginia C Wimberly

Roderick and Linda Sturgeon, 
including 

In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Steve Sturgeon 
For the “Priscilla Wood  
Neaves Endowed Chair in 
Biomedical Sciences” 

Jonathan and Cynthia Thomas, 
including 

In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Virginia Stowers 

Stephen Thune, including
In Memory of James E. Stowers Jr.
In Memory of Theresa Ford

David and Wendy Welte, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Virginia Stowers 
In Memory of Pamela Stowers
In Memory of Richard Brown
In Memory of William Neaves

Jay and Maggie Wilderotter

Hank Young (Gameface  
book proceeds)

$50,000+
Janice Beatty

Charles and Jan German, including 
In Memory of Virginia Stowers

Andrea and Richard Hall, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

Harman International  
Industries Inc

Labconco Corporation, including In 
Memory of John McConnell 

Milthorpe Sports, LLC

Mistler Family Foundation, 
including In Memory of  
Larry Bingham

Polsinelli Shughart

Marilyn N Prewitt Trust, including 
In Memory of Marilyn N Prewitt

Edward Repetto and Carla Figueroa

Gino and Paetra Serra, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

John Whitten, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Virginia Stowers 

Victor Zhang and Coco  
Ching Cheung

$25,000+
Jonathan Bauman, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers, Jr. 

Enrique Chang and  
Catherine Farley

Peter and Jennifer Cieszko

Mildred E Coats Trust

Phillip Davidson, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

J E Dunn Construction Company, 
including In Memory of 
James E Stowers Jr.

Shaping the Future, Gopal Kushawah, 
winner of scientific art competition.
Confocal microscopy image illustrating 
the maturation of zebrafish oocytes 
(egg cells) relies on tightly controlled 
gene expression patterns that ensure 
the mature eggs become healthy and 
capable of producing offspring.
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Gilmore and Bell PC

Webb Gilmore

John and Nancy Hahn

Margot Huber, including In Memory 
of Peter A Huber

Mark and Ann Killen, including 
In Memory of Tim and  
Stacy Wakefield
In Memory of Richard Brown

Irving Kuraner, including In Memory 
of James E Stowers Jr.

Bill and Peggy Lyons, including 
In Memory of Carol Ann Brown 
In Honor of Jim and  
Virginia Stowers 

Menorah Medical Center Inc

Jim and Kathleen Potter, including 
In Memory of Julie Carlson 
In Memory of Gunnar Hughes 
In Memory of Mauri Olsen 
In Memory of James Potter 

Don and George-Ann Pratt, 
including 

In Memory of George-Ann Pratt  
In Memory of Georgia Swicegood 

Michael and Terese Raddie, 
including

In Memory of James E Stowers Jr.
In Memory of Lindsey Marie 
Morris-Elwood

Jenny Ramsey

John and Kim Ruisch Sykora, In 
Memory of Robert G Ruisch Jr. 

Rubin Postaer and Associates

Alejandro Sánchez Alvarado

Joe and Kristen Schultz

Judith Vogt, including In Memory of 
Charles Guinzio

John and Shirley Wagner

Alan Werba, including In Honor of 
Pat Keating and Eduardo Repetto

Bruce and Laurie Wimberly, 
including In Memory of  
Virginia C Wimberly

$10,000+
Jeff Anthony

Gwendolyn S Bartlett, including 
In Memory of Richard Smith, 
Wendell Smith, and  
Laura Stowers 
In Memory of Wendell and  
Irene Smith 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 

The Bruckman Family Charitable 
Fund and Mr. Adam D. Bruckman 
and Ms. Adrienne C. Bruckman, 
including In Memory of  
Susan Bruckman

Charles Schwab Foundation, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. 

Bernard Chua

Ron and Joan Conaway

Michael and Jenny Cormack, 
including In Memory of Eleanor 
Chamberlain and James  
Frederick Drake

Alan Critchell

Joseph and Stacy DeNoyior

Diamante Cabo San Lucas

David and Nancy Dilley, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

Foundation 49

Charles W. and Nona J. Fowler 
Family Fund

Abby Freeman, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Arveta Washington 

John Geli

Mark and Rhonda Gilstrap, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr.

Stephen and Patricia Gound

Charles Helzberg and Sandra Baer, 
including In Memory of  
Virginia Stowers

Daniel & Joan Houston  
Charitable Fund II

Brian Hull

IBM (in kind)

J. B. Reynolds Foundation

Brian Jeter

Jack and Rena Jonathan, including 
in Memory of Walter C Day

Wesley Kabance, including  
In Memory of Iona Smith 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Nancy Kabance 

David and Susan Keefer, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr.
In Memory of Gary Kostuke

Kelly Kerr

Demi and David Kiersznowski, in 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

John Kirby, In Memory of  
Helen Kirby 

Bo Kreiling, including In Memory of 
Helen J Kreiling

John Lebens, including In Memory 
of Helen Lebens 

Linheng Li

Linney Family Foundation, 
including 

In Memory of William Cordes 
In Honor of Cathryn Linney 

Scott Marolf, including In Memory 
of James E Stowers Jr. 

Barbara Marshall

Michael and Ellen Merriman

Mark and Martha Miller, including In 
Memory of Grace and John Moran

Ken Munro

Kathie Nelkin, including In Memory 
of Edward Lane 

Amy Noelker, including In Memory 
of James E Stowers Jr. 

Jennifer Noland, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 

Frank Leo O’Gara

D O N O R S

Susan Blue Olness, in Memory of 
James E Stowers Jr. and Howard 
Chandler Blue

Jeanne Olofson

James and Josephine Olson, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. 

Dinesh and Ila Paliwal

Tatjana Piotrowski

Jason Pollen

Landon Rowland, Kansas City 
Impact Fund

Ruth C. Hill Trust

Sageview Foundation in Honor of 
Jeff and Patrick Gratton

Sanders Morris Harris

Tanya Sargeon

Brian and Cate Schappert, including 
In Memory of Joseph Aquino

Anjum Shaikh

Daniel Shiffman

Rick and Betsey Solberg

Michael and Michella Stiles,  
In Honor of Jonathan and  
Cynthia Thomas

David and Jeannine Strandjord, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr.

John and Karen Thiel

Byron Thompson, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

David and Eden Thorne, including 
In Memory of Mark Dover 
In Memory of Honorable  
Elwood Thomas 

Stephen Thune, including In 
Memory of Theresa Ford

Chad Turner

Jonathan and Carrie Upham

Robert and Merrill Walz

Michael and Louise Zolezzi

$5,000+
AmazonSmile Foundation

Tim Bailey

John and Gwen Belanger, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 

Michael Belasco

Stacey L Belford

Neuronal lineage, Rose Coyne.
Confocal microscopy image of 
the developing fruit fly brain. 
Groups of stem cells and the 
nerve cells they produce were 
tracked to see how changes 
in key patterning signals 
affect what kinds of neurons 
they become.
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Richard Boeth

Mary Breed Brink, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 

Cancer Golf Association

Stephen Campbell

Clay Blair Family Foundation

Cleo Chang

CoINVEST Limited

Constellation Brands - Corona

Fred N III and Carolyn Coulson, 
including 

In Memory of Virginia Stowers 
In Memory of Frederick N 
Coulson Jr. 

Harvey and Linda Day

Margo Denke and James E Griffin, 
including In Memory of James E 
Griffin Jr.

Terrence and Peggy Dunn

Michael and Julie Durbin

Kevin Eknaian

Penny Elmquist

Empower Retirement LLC

Envestnet Asset Management, Inc.

Barry and Deborah Fink

Stephen Garcia

Roger Hanaway In Memory of 
Gloria Hanaway

Brett Hart, including 
In Memory of Delmar and  
Alberta Brumley 
In Memory of Theresa Ford 

Irv and Ellen Hockaday

Kevin and Inga Hooper, including In 
Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

Gina Kaiser, including 
In Memory of William Neaves
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr
In Memory of Richard Brown

Douglas J Ketterer, including in 
Memory of Moira A. Ketterer

Heather and Mark Klein

Thomas Kmak Family

Matt Kobata, in Memory of  
Ari Ramezani

Amy and Paul Kraft

David Lau

Matthew Lewis

Dawn Lind

Lucent Technologies

Patricia Mansker

Philip McInnis

John and Susan McMeel, including 
In Memory of John O’Day

Kara Miller

Catherine Netherland

Eric N Olson, For the “James 
Stowers Memorial Lecture Fund”

Brian Pendland

Robert and Jan Peterson, including 
In Memory of James E Stowers Jr.

Tanya Ratliff

SageView Advisory Group, LLC

Stanley Sanborn

Andy Saperstein

David Scandiffio

Joe Smolen

The Stephen and Ayesha Curry 
Family Foundation

Eric Stevenson, including In Honor 
of Davia L. Stevenson

Robert and Kathleen Stout, 
including 

In Memory of James E Stowers Jr. 
In Memory of Pamela Stowers 

Richard and Dorothy Stowers in 
Memory of Dr. James E Stowers, 
Laura Stowers, and James E 
Stowers Jr.

Brian and Kristen Sweeney

Jean Weitzmann in Memory of 
Arthur Weitzmann

Renn and Michele Williams

Austin and Laura Wilson

Bill and Peggy Yoerger

Derek Young

Zurich Financial Services  
Australia Ltd

Zurich Investment Management 
Limited

$1,000+
Patricia Aenchbacher

Alexander Family Foundation

Don and Christine Alexander

Darrell Alford

Vince Allegra

Ameriprise Financial

C. Ann Anderson

Rob Aneweer in Memory of Dave 
and Jim Aneweer 

Elmer and Verna Armbruster

Sandra Arnold

Malcolm and Kathy Aslin

Donald and Margaret Austin

Paul Jr and Joan Bartlett

Terry Bassham

Peter Baumann

Tanya Beder in Memory of  
Virginia Stowers

Isabelle Berry Reed

Joan and Bert Berkley, including 
In Memory of Kitty Berkowitz and 
Janice McInrath 

Stacy Bernstein

William Bidwill

David and Eileen Bird

Chris Bittman

BMW of North America 

Jeff Bourke

Harold Boxberger

James and Dorothy Boyle

Laurie Brandt

James and Paulette Breitenkamp

Linda Bright

Erik Bristow

Gregory Broome

Steven Brown

Thomas Brown, including In 
Memory of Carol Ann Brown 

Mary Jo Browne

Bryan Cave LLP 

Jeremy Bulow and Rhona Mahony 
Philanthropic Fund

Steve Busby

Judith Bustamante Beard

Bryan and Jennifer Camerlink 

Bob Carroll

William Carroll

Michael Carter

Michael and Gretchen Carter

Glen Casey

Anne Casscells in Memory of 
Virginia Stowers 

Jon Castle

Nathan Chaudoin

Kent Christian

Shirley Christian

Thomas Clark

Cloverdyke Family Charitable Fund

David Cohen

William Cohn

Gilbert and Lois Cole

Brian Connolly

Ryan Cope

Jeff Cornell

Andrew Corwin

Cottrell Family Charitable Fund in 
Memory of Robert E. Peterson

Cynthia Couey

Scott Couto

David Crall

Jason and Lauren Crane

Jody Craven

Keith and Ilinca Creveling

Ross Dahlof

Graham Day

Marshall and Jill Dean

Robert and Traci DeConcini

Barbara J Delaney, including In 
Honor of Zachary Herbst

Russel DeRemer

Esfand and Sharon Dinshaw

Christopher Donnelly 

Donovan Family Fund

Gary and Pamela Douvia

William and Betty Drees

Matt Drummond

DST Systems Inc.

Michael Duckett

Patrick Duffy

William Dunn Sr., including In Honor 
of Jim and Virginia Stowers 
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Mary Lea Easton

Joseph and Kerri Eck

John Eichel

Matthew Eickman

Mark R Elliott

Jeffrey Elvander

Envestnet Analytics

Michael Esselman

June Estabrook, including In Honor 
of William Neaves 

Chuck and Joni Etherington 

John Evans

Scott Everhart

Joseph Fairfax

Jill Farrell in Memory of  
Phyllis Daniels 

Bill Feldmaier

Patrick Ferris in Honor of  
Kathy Ferris

Jason Fewell

Terri Fiedler

Jed Finn

John Fitzgerald

Banning Flynn

Hernan Fonseca

David Ford, including In Memory of 
Theresa Ford 

Jody Anne Frederickson

William and Laura Frick  
Foundation Fund

Bobbi J Friedrichs

Frontier Communications

Brian and Sue Garbe in Memory of 
James E Stowers Jr. 

Cynthia Gassman

Owen Geisz

William George Family  
Charitable Trust

Teresa George

Jennifer Gerton

Matthew Gibson

David and Eve Giertz

Ronald and Nina Gilson in Honor of 
Virginia Stowers

Marsha and Jules Goldman

Joseph Goldstein in Memory of 
Priscilla Neaves 

Samuel Goller

Michael Gomez

Wendy Goodyear and Brien 
Costigan, including In Memory of 
Mary T and Andrew T Goodyear 

Scott Grauer

Great-West Financial

Michael Green

Michael K Green, including In 
Memory of Mary Lee Pricco 

Laura Greenbaum

Mary Louise Greene

Jeanne Greenwald

Blake Griffin

Edward Jr. and Jody Griffin

Sara Gude

Carlo Guerrera

Rich Guerrini

Robert Guillocheau

Ted and Sherry Haase

Ted Halpern

Bernard Hamblin

Pamela Hancock

Donna Hanrahan in Honor of the 
Henry Family

Doug and Theresa Hanson

Nathan and Kim Harbur

Teresa Hassara

Heather M Hassett

Scott Hawley

Andrea Lynn Hazle

Clarke Henley

Diana and Dan Henry

Henson Trust Fund 

Betty Henson in Memory of  
Paul Henson 

Tracey and Stacey Hoffman

Joseph Hogan

Norma Holder

Gregg and Gina Holgate

John and Connie Hoye

John Huey

Rich Hultquist

William Humphrey

Benjamin Huneke

Husch Blackwell LLP in Memory of 
Alex Bartlett 

Carol Ann Huseby

Daniel Huth

Janet and Thomas Ink in Memory of 
Hazel Meany 

Insilicom LLC 

Barbara Irick

Yutaka Itabashi

Robert and Lynette Jackson

Thomas and Kathleen Jantsch

Harrison Jedel

Jefferies LLC

Leroy Larsh Johnson

Colin Jost

Todd Kading

James Kais

Sandra Kasahara

Kauffman Foundation in Memory 
of James E Stowers Jr. 

Patrick J Keating

Allan Kells

John and Michelle Kennedy

Steven and Joyce Klein 

Gary Kostuke II, including In 
Memory of Gary Kostuke 

The Richard J. and Kristine M. 
Kramer Family Foundation

Brian P Krause

Bob and Myrna Krohn

Robb Krumlauf and Leanne 
Wiedemann, including In Memory 
of James E Stowers Jr. 

Angela Kuhlman

Kuhn and Wittenborn Advertising

Lon and Marcia Lane

Nicholas Lane

Stephanie LaSalle

Ruth Lehmann For the “James 
Stowers Memorial Lecture Fund” 

Amy and Jonathan Levin in Memory 
of Virginia Stowers 

Michael Levine For the “James 
Stowers Memorial Lecture Fund”

Eric Levy

Lockton Companies

David Lockton

Vincent Lumia

Linsley Lundgaard

Christopher Luongo

Patrick and Sara Maggitti

Michael Man and Lynette Pang, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. 

Jim McCarthy

David McClafferty

John and Marilyn McConnell

Jeffrey and Linda McCroy

Susan McCune

Shelly McLean

David McLeod

Bill McMahon

Mary Kay McPhee and William E 
Pfeiffer Sr.

Kirk and Frances Meany

Robert and Shirley Meneilly

Fred and Virginia Merrill in Memory 
of Frederick Coulson Jr. 

Merriman Foundation, including In 
Memory of Pamela Stowers 

Jana Meyers

Jeffrey Miller

Steven Miyao

Jonathan J Montgomery

Una and Lou Morabito

Jim and Susie Morris

Shari Mount

Jennifer Mulrooney

Brian Munn

Matt Murdoch

Brendan Murray

Mark and Sarah Najarian, In Honor 
of Victoria Najarian 

Charles Nelson

Jeremy Nelson
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Kathleen Nelson

Nichols Company Charitable Trust, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. 

Jeannette Nichols

David Nicholson

Terri Norris

Northwestern Mutual

Jamie Ohl

Dan Oldani

Matthew Oldroyd

Audra Olson

Thomas O’Neill

Bryan Otis

Hugh and Julie O’Toole

Frances Otten

Otto and Margarete Katke 
Charitable Foundation

Kristin L Overman

Michael and Tari Parmely, including 
In Memory of Mike Fiehler and 
Jerrie Macomber 

Parris Dobbs Spirit of the  
Heart Fund

Bob and Rodine Patton

John Pavese

Robert Pearson

Perella Weinberg Partners

Robert Pettman

Craig D Pfeiffer

Kevin And Janet Pistilli 

Pamela Popp

Eric Propper

John Quinn

Matthew Radgowski

Michael J Rainen Family Foundation

Vince Rainforth

Catherine Reed

Reene Family Charitable Fund

Joe Reiland

Jonathan Reilly

Darren Reinig

Retirement Benefits Group

Katherine Richardson

Mike Rode

Craig and Maryanne Roepke

Twylia J Ross

Jerry and Tracy Rossi in Memory of 
Eleanor Smith 

Rouse Hendricks German May PC 

Route 66 RV Network  
Foundation Fund

Patrick and Ann Ryan

Thomas Gerard Ryan

Felix and Carmen Sabates

Justin Sabol

Joshua Sanes For the “James 
Stowers Memorial Lecture Fund” 

George and Susan Satterlee in 
Memory of Virginia Stowers 

Gale Sayers

Michael and Dana Schaadt, 
including In Memory of James E 
Stowers Jr. 

Jamie Scheibach

Larry and Janine Schmidt

Jack Searcy in Memory of Barbara 
R Searcy 

Tom and Amy Shelton

Jonathan and Debra Shuman

Kausik Si
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Mapping Zika RNA localization in Infected Cells, Horacio Pallarés.  
Fluorescent confocal microscopy image of cells infected with Dengue virus.
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Behind the 
Science
Then and Now 
C E L E B R AT I N G  2 5  Y E A R S

Stowers science has thrived and continues to do so in large part due to the 
generosity and vision of our founders, Jim and Virginia Stowers. Not only 
did they endow the majority of their fortune toward building a world-class 
biomedical research institution, Jim and Virginia ensured that their gift would 
endure far into the future.

From a construction site to a 200-seat 
auditorium, this space has become the heart of 
our campus gatherings.
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The fountain has become an iconic symbol of the 
Institute, greeting guests and members as they 
arrive each day.

The Gallery is one of the most dynamic spaces on 
campus, filled with natural light and open design. 
It serves as a central hub for poster sessions 
during conferences, community celebrations, and 
informal gatherings.

Stocked with an extensive collection of scientific 
journals, books, and thesis dissertations, the 
Library supports the daily work of scientists while 
offering a collaborative environment for study, 
discussion, and reflection during conferences, 
community celebrations, and informal gatherings.
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816.926.4000

w w w.stowers.org

phone

Our Mission
To make a significant contribution to humanity through medical research by expanding 
our understanding of the secrets of life and by improving life’s quality through innovative 
approaches to the causes, treatment, and prevention of diseases.
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Neural progenitors differentiated from hiPSCs, stained with DAPI and 
immunolabeled for the marker proteins of Sox1 Pax6 and Nestin


