Stowers Institutional Biosafety Committee
Meeting Minutes

Date: October 27, 2025
Time: 12:00pm – 12:39pm
Location: Microsoft TEAMS

Voting Members Present:  
1) Timothy Corbin (Animal Expert)
2) Tonyea Inglis (IBC Chair, Biosafety Officer)
3) Charles German (Member)
4) Carrie Lenahan (Community Member)
5) Shanna Seitz (Community Member)
6) Chongbei Zhao (Lab Representative)
Non-Voting Members Present:
1) Jeff Haug 
2) Leanne Wiedemann (Human Protections Administrator)
3) Brandy Lewis
4) Lauren Benoist
Members Absent:
1) Randal Halfmann (Lab Representative)
2) Doris Zhong (Occupational Health Representative)

1. Introduction Comments:
a. Call to Order: The Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) Chair called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. The IBC has 8 voting members, and 5 members are required to conduct business.  A quorum was present.
b. Introduction of new member, Tim Corbin. Tim joins as the new animal expert, as Michael Durnin has left the Institute.
c. May Meeting Minutes: The minutes of the May 29th meeting were included as a handout. 
Discussion of the minutes: Please note the new format which includes the information requested by the Office of Science Policy. All meetings that occur after July 1st must be posted on our public website. 
Motion: approve the minutes as edited.
Votes: For: 6, Against: 0, Abstain: 0
d. Conflicts of Interest: The IBC Chair reminded all members present that no member of an IBC may be involved (except to provide information requested by the Institutional Biosafety Committee) in the review or approval of a project in which he/she has been or expects to be engaged or has a direct financial interest. Committee members with a conflict of interest will be annotated in the “VOTES” section.

2. Old Business:
a. Current IBC Registration List: A list of current approved IBC Registrations has been included as a handout. 
b. Minor Amendments (approved by Chair since last meeting):
i. IBC-2024-07-TRT – Change in PI from M. Durnin to T. Corbin. 
c. Inactivated Registrations (since last meeting): 
i. IBC-2018-05-nro (N. Rohner– Study of diabetes and metabolic syndrome in mice)
ii. IBC-2023-02-rsh (S. Hawley/K. Si – Bombyx mori Transformation)
iii. IBC-2015-02-nro (N. Rohner/H. Marshall - Generation and maintenance of transgenic fish to study the adaptation of fish to extreme environments)
iv. IBC-2004-16-cry (R. Yu/H. Marshall - Neural Activity and Olfactory Circuit Formation (animal))
v. IBC-2011-18-cry (R. Yu/H. Marshall - Neurobiology of Olfaction (Adeno-Associated viral infections, animals - BSL1))
vi. IBC-2009-14-zyu (Z. Yu – Expressing recombinant protein in E. coli (BL21))
d. Continuation of updates to Human Primate Cell Line (HPCL) registrations:  
i. HPCL-003-lil – added GM25256, PDM-5, PDM-7, PDM-9, MDF10A, and AG09173-1336 cell lines.
ii. HPCL-025-jeg – added A-673, A-375, Buck, France, Paris, Maisie, and Bozemann cell lines.
iii. HPCL-038-kko – added AICS-0090-391 cell line.
e. Update from Biosafety Officer (BSO) – 
i. EH&S continues to conduct inspections of the BSL2 rooms every six weeks. We are seeing improvements in the shared suites. 
ii. The IT department requires that we transition from our current LIMS module to a new system in the next 12-14 months. The current LIMS module houses our IBC information as well as occupational health and vaccination records. We will also be transitioning our IBC registrations from Word documents to the new software system as well. 
f. Update for IBC-2025-04-lil – This registration was approved during the May meeting with a request to add a sentence regarding why a BSL2 agent was needed verses a BSL1 agent. An email was sent to the full committee on June 5th with additional sentence justification included in the registration. 

3. New IBC Registrations for Review/Approval (handouts) vote

a. HMR-2025-01-ksi (K. Si – Assessing a Quantitative 3D Proteome in Human Cancer) 
Primary reviewer: L. Wiedemann. 
Applicable NIH Guidelines: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL2
Project Overview: The project goal is to quantitatively assess protein interactions, structure, expression and modification in human cancer tissue using novel structural proteomic techniques developed by the Si lab.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Human materials.
Committee Discussion: Tissue is being collected from human subjects undergoing tissue removal under the standard of care for their disease.  The tissue collected would typically be discarded and is collected into a biorepository at KUMC. It will be transported from KUMC to Stowers by courier, checked in to histopathology for inspection and logged in. As all tissue will be de-identified prior to this transfer, and it is coming from a repository, not collected specifically for our researchers’ study, the materials’ use at Stowers is considered NOT Human Subjects Research. Initial processing will use universal precautions at BSL2, due to the possibility that bloodborne pathogens may be present. This is not recombinant DNA work, so the NIH Guidelines do not apply.
Training Requirements: BSL2 training.
Motion: Approve as written.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

b. IBC-2025-06-lil (L. Li -- Neuroimmunology of Mucosae (Engineered bacteria, animals – BSL2))
Primary reviewer: L. Wiedemann
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-4-a and III-D-4-b
Biosafety Level: BSL2
Project Overview: The goal is to develop bacteria that can colonize the hosts’ gut and secrete proteins of interest in order to treat a variety of gastrointestinal ailments. To assess GAP-mediated antigen uptake and immune activation, engineered EGFP-secreting RG2 bacteria will be introduced into mice.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Vibrio cholerae, Citrobacter rodentium and transgenic rodents.
Committee Discussion: V. cholerae and C. rodentium are classified as Risk Group 2 (RG2) agents. The V. cholerae used in this work will be in an attenuated form such that it cannot easily cause harm to humans. C. rodentium is an ABSL2 agent as it is infectious to mice. It is not a zoonotic agent and does not typically pose an infection risk to humans. Detailed procedures are outlined in the registration for the handling of the bacteria, animal procedures, processing and subsequent handling and analysis of the tissues and materials at either BSL2 (when warranted) or good microbiological practices after processing by fixing or lysis rendering them as no longer having the potential to be infectious. 
Training Requirements: BSL2 and ABSL2 training.
Motion: Approve as written.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

c. IBC-2025-07-api (A. Pillai - Evolutionary Origins and Computational Design of Complex Protein Features)
Primary reviewer: C. Zhao
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-E
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: The goal of this project is to express proteins of interest downstream using BL21.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): E. coli BL21
Committee Discussion: No questions or concerns.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as written.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

d. IBC-2025-08-fbe (F. Benning - Intracytoplasmic membranes in alphaproteobacterial)
Primary reviewer: C. Zhao
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-E
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: Recombinant DNA will be used for expression of proteins in E. coli and for CRISPR-based modification of non-pathogenic bacteria. This project does include radioisotopes, so this must be registered with T. Inglis as the Radiation Safety Officer. 
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): E. coli BL21 and Cereibacter sphaeroides
Committee Discussion: No questions or concerns.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as written.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

e. IBC-2025-09-fbe (F. Benning - Recombinant expression of bacterial membrane shaping proteins in insect cells)
Primary reviewer: C. Zhao
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-3-e
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: Protein expression in insect cells using baculovirus. This virus is not capable of infecting human cells.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Baculovirus.
Committee Discussion: No questions or concerns. 
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as written.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

4. Amended IBC Registrations for Review/Approval (handout) vote

a. IBC-2023-09-aam (A. Mashruwala – Bacterial social behaviors and their role(s) in the development of bacterial communities (BSL2))
Primary reviewer: J. Haug
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-1-a
Biosafety Level: BSL2
Project Overview: This goal of this project is to study bacterial social behavior. He is working with several different risk group 2 bacteria. This revision is adding the ability to take these BSL2 materials to the Cytometry Facility for analysis. Cytometry has written SOPs specific to the Instruments that will be used. These SOPs now have a LEARN module for tracking member training. 
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Vibrio cholerae, Vibrio vulnificus, Vibrio parahaemolyticus, Staphylococcus aureus and Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
Committee Discussion: No concerns or questions.
Training Requirements: BSL2 training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

b. IBC-2024-02-kko (K. Kostova – Studying the role of maternal and somatic ribosomes during fish development)
Primary reviewer: J. Haug
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-4-a
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: This project uses fish to look at ribosome transition from maternal to embryonic development. This registration was originally approved for zebrafish and they have revised it to include killifish as a comparative species. They will be creating transgenic fish.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Transgenic fish
Committee Discussion: No concerns or questions.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

c. HMR-2019-02-jeg (J. Gerton – Human and nonhuman primate tissue samples)
Primary reviewer: L. Wiedemann
Applicable NIH Guidelines: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL2
Project Overview: The goal is to understand the molecular mechanisms governing chromosome stability, organization and function in human and (additionally) non-human primates under normal and pathological conditions.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Human and nonhuman primate tissues
Committee Discussion: Addition of second source, San Diego Frozen Zoo. Tissue from the San Diego Frozen Zoo will be used for the extraction of nucleic acids, proteins, and other biomolecules. These biomolecules will be used for downstream analysis. There are no concerns with the ethical or the biosafety procedures outlined.  
Training Requirements: BSL2 training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0


5. Continuing Review IBC Registrations for Review/Approval (handouts) vote

a. IBC-2002-07-rek (R. Krumlauf – Transient expression of recombinant molecules or knock-out of genes in mouse (in vitro, in utero), chick (in ovo), or fish (in vitro) embryos introduced by electroporation or microinjection)
Primary reviewer: L. Wiedemann
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-4 and III-E-3
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: This project was first registered in 2002 and last reviewed in 2019.  Mouse (in vitro, in utero), fish (in vitro), or avian (in ovo) eggs, are manipulated in culture to express exogenous proteins or block expression/action of endogenous proteins and collected for molecular and histopathologic examinations. Some constructs encode known oncogenes associated with some forms of human leukemia.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Transgenic vertebrate embryos 
Committee Discussion: This work is still ongoing.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

b. IBC-2003-27-jlw (J. Workman – Expressing recombinant proteins in E coli) 
Primary reviewer: C. Zhao
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-E
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: This work has been ongoing since 2003.  There was one typo in the Section V.A. table, DES should be DE3. There were no significant updates from the previously approved version.
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): E. coli BL21
Committee Discussion: No concerns or questions.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

c. IBC-2008-29-pat (P. Trainor – Zebrafish craniofacial and neural development)
Primary reviewer: J. Haug 
Applicable NIH Guidelines: III-D-4-a
Biosafety Level: BSL1
Project Overview: This registration is for creating transgenic fish as well as studying gene engineering.  There were no significant updates from the previously approved version. Minor updates to the IACUC protocol numbers. 
Investigational Study Agent(s)/Toxin(s): Transgenic fish
Committee Discussion: No concerns or questions.
Training Requirements: Basic lab safety training.
Motion: Approve as amended.
Votes:   For: 6
Against: 0
Abstain: 0

6. Any Other New Business: None

7. Training Opportunities
See: https://osp.od.nih.gov/events/ or https://absa.org/events/

8. Meeting Adjourned: 12:39pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Lauren Benoist, CPIA
IACUC & IBC Coordinator II

